into the details of life, and enslaving the soul itself. Pro.
tection, therefore, against the tyranny of the magistrate is
not enough: there needs protection also against the
tyranny of the prevailing opinion and feeling; against the
tendency of society to impose, by other means than civil
penalties, its own ideas and practices as rules of conduct
on those who dissent from them; to fetter the develop-
ment, and, if possible, prevent the formation, of any indi-
viduality not in harmony with its ways, and compel all
characters to fashion themselves upon the model of its
own. There is a limit to the legitimate interference of col-
lective opinion with individual independence: and to
find that limit, and maintain it against encroachment, is
as indispensable to a good condition of human affairs, as
protection against political despotism.

Women as Chemists [Pharmacists]

Our Sisters

Most occupations were defined as inappropriate for middle-
class women, What few occupations were appropriate were
often explained to middle-class women in “how to” guides that
appeared in books and women's magazines, often written by
women. The following is an excerpt from “What to Do with
Our Daughters, or Remunerative Employment of Women—
Women as Chemises [Pharmacists],” an 1897 article pub-
lished in Qur Sisters, a popular magazine addressed to
middle-class women,

CONSIDER: What makes pharmacy appropriate for women;
what kinds of activities are inappropriate for women as phay-
macists and women in general.

The Pharmaceutical Society, in opening up its ranks to
women, has provided them with an eminently suitable
calling. There is no lack of persons of both sexes who still
loudly proclaim that a woman doctor is a thing unsexed.
These persons could scarcely bring their arguments to
bear against Pharmacy, and maintain that there is any-
thing essentially unfeminine in the making up of drugs
and pills, The calling of a chemist does not necessitate
the possession on the part of a woman of all those facul-
ties and qualities generally summed up as “strong-
mindedness.” In the peaceful seclusion of a drug shop, a
woman chemist, unlike a doctor or a nurse, is not
brought face to face with those stern realities: disease,
pain, deformity, death. "True, she works in with the doctor
and the nurse, and her share in the healing of the sick is

Source: “What fo Do with Our Daughters, or Remunarative Employment
of Women—Wormen as Chemists,” Our Ststers, February 1897,

pp. 85-86, in Elsanor S. Rismer and John C. Fout, eds., European
Women: A Documentary fistory, 1789-1945 (New York: Schocken
Books, 1980), p. 45.
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tesponsible enough; but for all that, her life work
involves no such wear and tear, no such physical and
mental strain, no such constant demands upon her en-
durance, patience, and staying power. Should her
services be required for an operation to which some
chemists devote attention, namely, tooth drawing, and
should she not feel equal to the occasion, she need only
refer the sufferer from toothache either to a dentist or 2
male colleague around the corner!

The Communist Manifesto
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels

Although initilly only one of many radical doctrines, Marx-
ism proved to be the most dynamic and infliiential challenge to
industrial capitalism and middle-class civilization in general.
Its most succinct and bopular statement is contained in the
Communist Manifesto, written by Karl Marx (181 8-1883)
and Friedrich Engels (1 820-1895) and firse published in
1848. Karl Marx was bom in Germany, studied history and
philosophy, and entered a career as g Jowrndlist, writer, and
revolutionary, For most of his life he lived in exile in London,
His collaborator, Friedrich Engels, was also born in Germany
and lived in England, but there he helped manage his family’s
cotton business in Manchester, Their doctrines directly at-
tacked the middle class and industrial capitalism, presenting
COMMUNIsM as a philosophically, Ristoricall , and scientifi-
cally justified alternative thar would inevitably replace capi-
talism, They saw themselves as revolutionary leaders of the
growing proletariat (the working class). The following is a
selection from the Communist Manifesto.

CONSIDER: The appeal of the ideas presented here; the con-
crete policies advocated by Marx and Engels; the historical
and intellectual trends reflected in the Manifesto.

A specter is haunting Europe—the specter of Commu-
nism. All the powers of old Europe have entered into a
holy alliance to exorcise this specter; Pope and Cear,
Metternich and Guizot, French radicals and German
police spies,

Where is the party in opposition thar has not been
decried as Communistic by its opponents in power?
Where the opposition that has not hurled back the
branding reproach of Communism, against the more
advanced opposition parties, as well as against its
reactionary adversaries?

"Two things result from this fact,

. Communism is already acknowledged by all Euro-
pean powers to be in itself a power.

Source: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Manifesto of the Commumisk
Party, 2nd ed. (New York: National Executive Commitiee of the Saciallst
Labor Party, 1898}, pp, 30-32, 41-43, 60.
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IL It is high time that Communists should openly, in
the face of the whole world, publish their views, their
aims, their tendencies, and meet this nursery tale of the
Specter of Communism with a Manifesto of the party
itself.

To this end the Communists of various nationalities
have assembled in London, and sketched the following
manifesto to be published in the English, French, Ger-
man, ftalian, Flemish and Danish languages.

S~

In what relation do the Communists stand to the pro-
letarians as a whole?

The Communists do not form a separate party op-
posed to other working class parties.

They have no interests separate and apart from those
of the proletariat as a whole.

They do not set up any sectarian principles of their
own by which to shape and mould the proletarian
movement.

The Communists are distinguished from the other
working class parties by this only: 1. In the national strug-
gles of the proletarians of the different countties, they
point out and bring to the front the common interests
of the entire proletariat, independently of all nationality.
2. In the various stages of development which the strug-
gle of the working class against the bourgeoisie has to
pass through, they always and everywhere represent the
interests of the movement as a whole.

The Communists, therefore, are on the one hand,
practically, the most advanced and resolute section of the
working class parties of every country, that section which
pushes forward all others; on the other hand, theoreti-
cally, they have over the great mass of the proletariat the
advantage of clearly understanding the line of march, the
conditions, and the ultimate general results of the profe-
tarian movement,

The immediate aim of the Communists is the same
as that of all the other proletarian parties: formation of
the proletariat into a class, overthrow of the bour-
geois supremacy, conquest of political power by the
proletariat.

The theoretical conclusions of the Communists are in
no way based on ideas or principles that have been in-
vented, or discovered, by this or that would-be universal
reformer,

They merely express, in general terms, actual relations
springing from an existing class struggle, from a historical
movement going on under our very eyes. The abolition of
existing property relations is not at all a distinctive fea-
ture of Communism,

All property relations in the past have continually
been subject to historical change, consequent upon the
change in historical conditions,

The French revolution, for example, abolished feudal
property in favor of bourgeois property.

The distinguishing feature of Communism is not the
abolition of property generally, but the abolition of bour-
geois property. But modern bourgeois private property is
the final and most complete expression of the system of
producing and appropriating products, that is based on
class antagonisms, on the exploitation of the many by
the few.

In this sense the theory of the Communists may be
summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of private
property.

We have seen above that the first step in the revolu-
tion by the working class is to raise the proletariat to
the position of the ruling class; to win the battle of
democracy.

The proletariat will use its political supremacy to
wrest, by degrees, all capital from the bourgeoisie; to cen-
tralize all instruments of production in the hands of the
State, i.e., of the proletariat organized as the ruling class;
and to increase the total of productive forces as rapidly as
possible,

Of course, in the beginning this cannot be effected ex-
cept by means of despotic inroads on the rights of prop-
erty and on the conditions of bourgeois production; by
means of measures, therefore, which appear economi-
cally insufficient and untenable, but which, in the course
of the movement, outstrip themselves, necessitate fur-
ther inroads upon the old social order and are unavoid-
able as a means of entirely revolutionizing the mode of
production.

These measures will, of course, be different in differ-
ent countries.

Nevertheless in the most advanced countries the fol-
lowing will be pretty generally applicable:

1. Abolition of property in land and application of all
rents of land to public purposes.

2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.
3. Abolition of all right of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and
rebels.

5. Centralization of credit in the hands of the State, by
means of a national bank with State capital and an
exclusive monopoly.

6. Centralization of the means of communication and
transport in the hands of the State.

7. Extension of factories and instruments of preduction
owned by the State; the bringing into cultivation of
waste lands, and the improvement of the soil gener-
ally in accordance with a common plan.

8. Equal liability of all to labor. Establishment of indus-
trial armies, especially for agriculture.

—




9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing in-
dustries: gradual abolition of the distinction hetween
town and country, by a more equable distribution of
the population over the country.

10. Free education for all children in public schools.
Abolition of children’s factory labor in its present
form. Combination of education with industrial pro-
duction, etc., etc.

When, in the course of development, class distinc-
tions have disappeared and all production has been
concentrated in the hands of a vast association of the
whole nation, the public power will lose its political
character. Political power, properly so called, is merely
the organized power of one class for oppressing an-
other. If the proletariat during its contest with the
bourgeaisie is compelled, by the force of circumstances,
to organize itself as a class, if, by means of a revolution,
it makes itself the ruling class, and, as such, sweeps
away by force the old conditions of production, then it
will, along with these conditions, have swept away the
conditions for the existence of class antagonisms, and
of classes generally, and will thereby have abolished its
OWn supremacy as a class.

In place of the old bourgeois society with its classes
and class antagonisms we shall have an association in
which the free development of each is the condition for
the free development of all.

Socialist Women: Becoming
a Socialist

Anna Maier

Between 1850 and 1914 numerous working-class women
joined unions and various working-class political organiza-
tions. As socialism became more popular in the last decades of
the nineteenth century, more and more working-class women
were attracted to socialist organizations. At first, most social-
ist leaders took little account of the specific needs of women
workers, but over time move aitention was paid to women'’s is-
sues and women gained leadership roles within socialist or-
ganizations. In the following selection Anna Maier describes
how she became a socialist by joining the Social Democrats in
Austria during the 1890s.

CONSIDER: What experiences led Anna Maier to become a
socialist; the consequences of her becoming a socialist.

Sounce; Adelheid Popp, ed., A Commemoralive Book: Twenly Years of
the Austrian Womnen Workers’ Movemant (Vienna, 1912), pp. 107-109,
in Eleanor S. Riemer and John C. Fout, eds., European Women: A
Documentary History, 17891945 (New York: Schocken Books, 1980),
pp. 94-95,

—
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When I turned thirteen my mother took me by the hand
and we went to see the manager of a tobacco factory to
get me a job. The manager refused to hire me but my
mother begged him to change his mind, since she
explained, my father had died. I was hired. When [ was
getting ready to go to work the next day, my mother told
me that I was to keep quiet and do what I was told. That
was easier said than done. The treatment you received in
this factory was really brutal. Young girls were often
abused or even beaten by the older women. I rebelled
strongly against that. I tried anything that might help im-
prove things for me. As a child [ was very pious and used
to listen enthusiastically to the priests telling stories from
the Bible. So, when things were going badly for me [at
work], I would go to church on Sundays where I prayed
so intently that I saw or heard nothing going on around
me. When I went back to work on Monday, things were
not any better and sometimes they were worse. | asked
myself: Can there be a higher power that rewards good
and punishes evil? I said to myself, no, that cannot be.

Several years went by. The Women Workers’ Newspaper
[Arbeiterinnen-Zeitung] began to appear and a few issues
were smuggled into the factory by one of the older
women. The more I was warned to stay away from this
woman, the more | went to her to ask her if she would
lend me a copy of the newspaper since 1 didn’t have
enough money to buy my own. At that time work hours
were very long and the pay was very low. When my friend
lent me a copy of the newspaper, [ had to keep it hidden
and I couldn’t even let my mother see it if I tock it home.
I came to understand many things, my circle of acquain-
tances grew and when a political organization was
founded in Sternberg, the workers were urged to join—
only the men, the women were left out. A party repre-
sentative came to us since I was already married by then.
When he came by for the third time I asked him if I
wasn’t mature enough to become a member of the orga-
nization. He was embarrassed but replied: “When do you
want to?” So [ joined and | am a member of the party to
this day.

I attended all the meetings, took part in all the
demonstrations and it was not long before I was pun-
ished by the manager of the factory. I was taken off a
good job and put in a poorer one just because I had be-
come a Social Democrat. Nothing stopped me though;
I said to myself, if this official is against it, out of fear to
be sure, then it can't be all bad. When the tobacco
workers’ union was founded in November 1899, I
joined and we had some big battles before we were able
to make progress. Through these two organizations 1
have matured into a class-conscious fighter and [ am
now trying to win over mothers to the cause so that fu-
ture children of the proletariat will have a happier
youth than I had.



