208 s= CHAPTER 15

This chapter focuses on World War | and the Russian
Revolution. With World War |, the two major issues for his-
torians are the cause and the settlement. What caused this
apparently unwanted war to break out and who, if anyone,
was most to blame? Was the Peace of Paris a success or
a failura? Some of the selections also explore tactics used
to fight the war, psople’s experiences during the war, and
the resulls of the war. Other documents deal with the ways
the war affected women, With the Russian Revolution, the
question is not only why it occurred but also how and why
the Ralsheviks—through most of 1917 only a small party--
were ultimately abla to gain and maintain power against
extremely long odds. A number of documents illustrate
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Reports from the Front: The Battle
for Verdun, 1916

The widely anticipated short war typified by heroic offensive
thrusts failed to materialize. Instead, it tured into a long, ex-
traovdinarily brutal struggle. On the Westemn front, opposing
armies slaughtered each other from their trenches. There are nu-
merous reports of life at the front, such as the following account
by a French Army officer of the battle for Verdun in 1916.

CONSIDER: Why the defense was at such an advantage;
why there was a willingness to sacrifice so much for such
small advances.

The Germans attacked in massed formation, by big
columns of five or six hundred men, preceded by two
waves of sharpshooters. We had only our rifles and our
machine guns, because the 75’s could not get to work.

Fortunately the flank batteries succeeded in catching
the Boches on the right. It is absolutely impossible to
convey what losses the Germans must suffer in these
attacks. Nothing can give the idea of it. Whole ranks
are mowed down, and those that follow them suffered
the same fate. Under the storm of machine gun, rifle and
75 fire, the German columns were plowed into furrows of
death. Imagine if you can what it would be like to rake
water. Those gaps filled up again at once. That is enough
to show with what disdain of human life the German
attacks are planned and carried out.

In these circumstances German advances are sure. They
startle the public, but at the front nobody attaches any im-
portance to them. As a matter of fact, our trenches are so

Souace: From Source Records of the Great War, vol. IV, ed. Charles ¥,
Horne (New York: National Alumni, 1923), pp. 222-223.

Lenin's strategy and Bolshevik policy as well as the variety
of scholarly efforts to answer these guestions,

Many feel that the events during this period of war con-
stituted a fundamental break with the past. The signifi-
cance of World War | and the Russian Revolution are
shown in the developrents in the two decades that fol-
lowed. These will be covered in Chapters 27 and 28.

s¢—~ For Classroom Discussion

What caused World War 17 Use the sources by Strachan
and Strandmann.

near those of the Germans that once the barbed wite is
destroyed the distance between them can be covered in a
few minutes. Thus, if one is willing to suffer a foss of life cor-
responding to the number of men necessary to cover the
space between the lines, the other trench can always
be reached. By sacrificing thousands of men, after a formi-
dable bombardment, an enemy trench can always be taken.

There are slopes on Hill 304 where the level of the
ground is raised several meters by mounds of German
corpses. Sometimes it happens that the third German
wave uses the dead of the second wave as ramparts and
shelters, It was behind ramparts of the dead left by the
first five attacks, on May 24th, that we saw the Boches
take shelter while they organized their next rush.

We make prisoners among these dead during our
counterattacks. They are men who have received no
hurt, but have been knocked down by the falling of the
human wall of their killed and wounded neighbors. They
say very lictle. They are for the most part dazed with fear
and alcohol, and it is several days before they recover.

Dulce et Decorum Est:
Disillusionment

Wilfred Owen

The experience of World Wir [ was profoundly disillusioning to
those who believed in nineteenth-century ideals. After World
War I, Europe was no longer characterized by the sense of op-
timism, progress, and glovy that had typified Europe for most of
the period between the eighteenth century and 1914. This is

Source: C. Day Lewis, Colfected Poems of Wilfred Owen. Reprinted by
permission of New Directions and Chatto & Windus, p. 55. Copyright
© Chatlo & Windus, Ltd., 1946, 1963, and The Owen Estate.
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