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TZo sides deYeloped oYer the issue of ratif\ing the neZl\ created Constitution. Read the tZo
te[ts regarding Federalists and Anti-Federalists and ansZer the questions that folloZ.
____________________________________________________________________________

FedeUaliVWV
Along Zith John Ja\ and Ale[ander Hamilton, James Madison penned The
FedeUaliVW PaSeUV.

Ke\ VRcabXlaU\
CRQVWiWXWiRQ (noun)
Definition: the fundamental laZs and principles that goYern a countr\
E[amSle: The CRQVWiWXWiRQ RXWliQeV Whe UighWV aQd UeVSRQVibiliWieV Rf ciWi]eQV.

AUWicleV Rf CRQfedeUaWiRQ (noun)
Definition: the first constitution of the United States, Zhich created a Zeak
central goYernment
E[amSle: The AUWicleV Rf CRQfedeUaWiRQ gaYe mRUe SRZeU WR Whe iQdiYidXal
VWaWeV.

iQflXeQWial (adjectiYe)
Definition: haYing the poZer to change or affect something
E[amSle: MaUWiQ LXWheU KiQg JU. ZaV aQ iQflXeQWial leadeU iQ Whe ciYil UighWV mRYemeQW.

dePRcUac\ (noun)
Definition: a s\stem of goYernment in Zhich poZer is Yested in the people, Zho rule either directl\ or through
elected representatiYes
E[amSle: IQ a demRcUac\, ciWi]eQV haYe Whe UighW WR YRWe fRU WheiU leadeUV.

The supporters of the proposed Constitution called themselYes "FEDERALISTS." Their adopted name
implied a commitment to a loose, decentrali]ed s\stem of goYernment. In man\ respects
"FEDERALISM" ² Zhich implies a strong central goYernment ² Zas the opposite of the proposed
plan that the\ supported. A more accurate name for the supporters of the Constitution Zould haYe
been "NATIONALISTS."

The "nationalist" label, hoZeYer, Zould haYe been a political liabilit\ in the 1780s. Traditional political
belief of the ReYolutionar\ Era held that strong centrali]ed authorit\ Zould ineYitabl\ lead to an
abuse of poZer. The Federalists Zere also aZare that the problems of the countr\ in the 1780s
stemmed from the Zeaknesses of the central goYernment created b\ the Articles of Confederation.

For Federalists, the Constitution Zas required in order to safeguard the libert\ and independence that
the American ReYolution had created. While the Federalists definitel\ had deYeloped a neZ political
philosoph\, the\ saZ their most important role as defending the social gains of the ReYolution. As
James Madison, one of the great Federalist leaders later e[plained, the Constitution Zas designed to
be a "UeSXblicaQ Uemed\ fRU Whe diVeaVeV mRVW iQcideQW WR UeSXblicaQ gRYeUQmeQW."

The Federalists had more than an innoYatiYe political plan and a Zell-chosen name to aid their cause.
Man\ of the most talented leaders of the era Zho had the most e[perience in national-leYel Zork
Zere Federalists. For e[ample the onl\ tZo national-leYel celebrities of the period, Benjamin Franklin



and George Washington, faYored the Constitution. In addition to these impressiYe superstars, the
Federalists Zere Zell organi]ed, Zell funded, and made especiall\ careful use of the printed Zord.
Most neZspapers supported the Federalists' political plan and published articles and pamphlets to
e[plain Zh\ the people should approYe the Constitution.

In spite of this range of major adYantages, the Federalists still had a hard fight in front of them. Their
neZ solutions Zere a significant alteration of political beliefs in this period. Most significantl\, the
Federalists belieYed that the greatest threat to the future of the United States did not lie in the abuse
of central poZer, but instead could be found in Zhat the\ saZ as the e[cesses of democrac\ as
eYidenced in popular disturbances like Sha\s' Rebellion and the pro-debtor policies of man\ states.

HoZ could the Federalists conYince the undecided portion of the American people that for the nation
to thriYe, democrac\ needed to be constrained in faYor of a strong central goYernment?

____________________________________________________________________________

AnsZer the folloZing questions about the Federalists:

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. The Federalists Zanted a goYernment that Zas not too poZerful and spread out.
b. The Constitution Zas necessar\ to protect the freedom and independence gained

from the American ReYolution.
c. The Federalists belieYed that a strong central goYernment Zould lead to abuse of

poZer.
d. The Federalists faced challenges because their ideas Zere different from Zhat

people belieYed at that time.

2. According to the te[t, Zhat did the Federalists belieYe Zas the biggest threat to the United
States' future?

a. A Zeak central goYernment
b. Too much democrac\
c. Influential leaders like Benjamin Franklin and George Washington
d. The problems caused b\ the Articles of Confederation

3. Which of the folloZing statements is supported b\ the te[t?
a. The Federalists belieYed that a strong central goYernment Zas necessar\ to protect

the freedom and independence gained from the American ReYolution.
b. The Federalists belieYed that a poZerful central goYernment Zould lead to abuse of

poZer.
c. The Federalists belieYed that the biggest threat to the United States' future Zas not

a poZerful central goYernment, but instead the problems caused b\ too much
democrac\.

d. The Federalists belieYed that the problems the countr\ faced Zere because of the
Zeak central goYernment created b\ the Articles of Confederation.

4. What Zere the challenges faced b\ the Federalists?
a. Lack of support from influential leaders
b. Lack of understanding about the Constitution
c. Opposition from the Anti-Federalists
d. Lack of resources to promote their ideas



5. What Zas the main reason Zh\ the Federalists supported the Constitution?
a. To protect the freedom and independence gained from the American ReYolution
b. To create a goYernment that Zas not too poZerful and spread out
c. To preYent abuse of poZer b\ haYing a strong central goYernment
d. To address the problems caused b\ the Zeak central goYernment under the Articles

of Confederation

6. What role did neZspapers pla\ in the constitutional debate?

7. Referring to the ³greatest threat ,́ Zhat does that mean?

____________________________________________________________________________



AQWi-FedeUaliVWV
Patrick Henr\ deliYers his famous "If this be treason, make the most of it!"
speech to the Virginia House of Burgesses.

Ke\ VRcabXlaU\
UaWificaWiRQ (noun)
Definition: the formal approYal or acceptance of something, usuall\ a laZ or
agreement.
E[amSle: The UaWificaWiRQ Rf Whe WUeaW\ UeTXiUed Whe aSSURYal Rf WZR-WhiUdV Rf
Whe SeQaWe.

W\UaQQ\ (noun)
Definition: cruel and oppressiYe goYernment or rule.
E[amSle: The ciWi]eQV UeYRlWed agaiQVW Whe W\UaQQ\ Rf Whe dicWaWRU.

eQcURach (Yerb)
Definition: to graduall\ intrude or trespass on someone else's territor\ or rights.
E[amSle: The cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf Whe QeZ bXildiQg eQcURached RQ Whe QeighbRUiQg SURSeUW\.

RSSUeVViYe (adjectiYe)
Definition: unjustl\ harsh or controlling, causing people to feel burdened or restricted.
E[amSle: The RSSUeVViYe Uegime VXSSUeVVed fUeedRm Rf VSeech aQd aVVembl\.

cRQWeQWiRQ (noun)
Definition: a heated disagreement or argument.
E[amSle: TheUe ZaV a cRQWeQWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe WZR SRliWical SaUWieV RYeU Whe SURSRVed Wa[ UefRUm.

The ANTI-FEDERALISTS Zere a diYerse coalition of people Zho opposed ratification of the
Constitution. Although less Zell organi]ed than the Federalists, the\ also had an impressiYe group of
leaders Zho Zere especiall\ prominent in state politics.

Ranging from political elites like JAMES WINTHROP in Massachusetts to MELANCTON SMITH of
NeZ York and Patrick Henr\ and George Mason of Virginia, these Anti-Federalists Zere joined b\ a
large number of ordinar\ Americans particularl\ \eomen farmers Zho predominated in rural America.
The one oYerriding social characteristic of the Anti-Federalists as a group Zas their strength in neZer
settled Zestern regions of the countr\.

In spite of the diYersit\ that characteri]ed the Anti-Federalist opposition, the\ did share a core YieZ
of American politics. The\ belieYed that the greatest threat to the future of the United States la\ in
the goYernment's potential to become corrupt and sei]e more and more poZer until its t\rannical
rule completel\ dominated the people. HaYing just succeeded in rejecting Zhat the\ saZ as the
TYRANNY of British poZer, such threats Zere seen as a Yer\ real part of political life.

To Anti-Federalists the proposed Constitution threatened to lead the United States doZn an
all-too-familiar road of political CORRUPTION. All three branches of the neZ central goYernment
threatened Anti-Federalists' traditional belief in the importance of restraining goYernment poZer.

The President's Yast neZ poZers, especiall\ a Yeto that could oYerturn decisions of the people's
representatiYes in the legislature, Zere especiall\ disturbing. The court s\stem of the national
goYernment appeared likel\ to encroach on local courts. MeanZhile, the proposed loZer house of the
legislature Zould haYe so feZ members that onl\ elites Zere likel\ to be elected. Furthermore, the\
Zould represent people from such a large area that the\ couldn't reall\ knoZ their oZn constituents.
The fift\-fiYe members of the proposed national House of RepresentatiYes Zas quite a bit smaller



than most state legislatures in the period. Since the neZ legislature Zas to haYe increased fiscal
authorit\, especiall\ the right to raise ta[es, the Anti-Federalists feared that before long Congress
Zould pass oppressiYe ta[es that the\ Zould enforce b\ creating a standing national arm\.

This range of objections boiled doZn to a central opposition to the sZeeping neZ poZers of the
proposed central goYernment. George Mason, a delegate to the Philadelphia ConYention Zho refused
to support the Constitution, e[plained the plan Zas "WRWall\ VXbYeUViYe Rf eYeU\ SUiQciSle Zhich haV
hiWheUWR gRYeUQed XV. ThiV SRZeU iV calcXlaWed WR [WRWall\ aQQihilaWe] Whe VWaWe gRYeUQmeQWV." The rise
of national poZer at the e[pense of state poZer Zas a common feature of Anti-Federalist opposition.

The most poZerful objection raised b\ the Anti-Federalists, hoZeYer, hinged on the lack of protection
for INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES in the Constitution. Most of the state constitutions of the era had built
on the Virginia model that included an e[plicit protection of indiYidual rights that could not be
intruded upon b\ the state. This Zas seen as a central safeguard of people's rights and Zas
considered a major ReYolutionar\ improYement oYer the unZritten protections of the British
constitution.

Wh\, then, had the delegates to the Philadelphia ConYention not included a bill of rights in their
proposed Constitution? Most Anti-Federalists thought that such protections Zere not granted because
the Federalists represented a sinister moYement to roll back the gains made for ordinar\ people
during the ReYolution.

The Anti-Federalists and Federalists agreed on one thing: the future of the nation Zas at stake in the
contest oYer the Constitution.

____________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. The Anti-Federalists Zere a diYerse group of indiYiduals Zho opposed the ratification

of the Constitution.
b. The Anti-Federalists belieYed that the goYernment had the potential to become

corrupt and dominate the people.
c. The proposed Constitution posed a danger of leading the United States doZn a

familiar path of political corruption.
d. The Anti-Federalists objected to the lack of protection for indiYidual liberties in the

Constitution.

2. Which of the folloZing e[cerpts from the passage best supports the claim that the
Anti-Federalists belieYed the goYernment had the potential to become corrupt and dominate
the people?

a. Despite their diYersit\, the Anti-Federalist opposition shared a common YieZ of
American politics.

b. All three branches of the neZ central goYernment threatened the Anti-Federalists'
traditional belief in restraining goYernment poZer.

c. One of the main objections raised b\ the Anti-Federalists Zas the broad neZ poZers
granted to the proposed central goYernment.

d. The absence of a bill of rights in the proposed Constitution Zas a point of contention
betZeen the Anti-Federalists and Federalists.



3. According to the te[t, Zhich is NOT one of the main objections raised b\ the Anti-Federalists?
a. The e[tensiYe poZers granted to the President
b. The lack of protection for indiYidual liberties in the Constitution
c. The shift of poZer from states to the national leYel
d. The abilit\ of state legislatures to Yeto national legislation

4. What Zas NOT one of the main concerns raised b\ the Anti-Federalists regarding the
proposed national legislature (Congress)?

a. State legislatures Zould be alloZed to choose tZo Senators to represent the state in
the Senate

b. Congress Zould haYe so feZ members that onl\ elites Zould be elected
c. RepresentatiYes Zould be from such a large area that the\ Zouldn¶t knoZ their oZn

constituents
d. Increased fiscal authorit\ Zould alloZ Congress to pass oppressiYe ta[es

5. What Zas one of the concerns raised b\ the Anti-Federalists regarding the proposed national
court s\stem?

a. The encroachment on local courts
b. The lack of representation in the loZer house of the legislature
c. The e[tensiYe poZers granted to the President
d. The absence of a bill of rights in the proposed Constitution

6. Wh\ didn¶t the anti federalists like the President¶s VETO poZer?

7. Both te[ts discuss the characteristics of the leaders of the tZo factions. Name tZo
differences?

8. On Zhat topic did the Federalists and Anti-Federalists agree?


