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Key notes that much can be read from the election returns—both from
and in the patterns that have emerged historically. Some elections represe
such as the election of 1936. Political scientists refer to this election as ¢
tion because it signaled a dramatic change in voter allegiances. Other elect
sibly providing a mandate for a particular candidate, are not nearly so drar
also legitimize the government says Key—a point also noted by Madison in Feder
(Reading 63). ool Dol

ELECTIONS IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

cll’resident.ial elections constitute decisions of fundamental signiﬁcance in th
emocratic process. The trooping of millions of voters to the polls S‘]mbclw

:zitl‘g‘r‘;zse;hzla;g‘:ﬁfv of govet:xments. But beyond such mystical functions
; ’ ns are pivotal decisio ich i Sy, AR RN
tions made in the name of the people. ns which In oump ccrigel many lesser d

Our explorations have been in quest




understanding of what the electorate

Obviously the voters decide which Party is to govern, Th::: zﬁle_ in the democragjc process.
predictable consequences in direction i

a5 a program of action

' bound to execute. Nei.
the rea.hty. Considered in the framew‘c:)‘rlkeof t::e

at elections decide more

vailing majority invariably sense the broad meanj that the voters in the pre-
Some elections, it has been argued, express
formance of the crowd that has been in charge.
sion of discontent underlies the discipline of
Elected officials must live under the threat of
plausibly interpreted as a vote of confidence.
a mixed verdict; some voters are happy with

clearly a lack of satisfaction with the per-
The possibility of so efficacious an expres-
a democratic people over its government.
defeat or disavowal. Other elections may be
More commonly the electorate may bring in

the course of affairs and others are deeply dis-
satisfied. Even these confused elections may, in their situational context, be meaningful

decisions. Thus the election of 1896 rejected the upsurge of western silver-agrarian radi-
calism and gave popular blessing to a coalition which governed until at least 1912. The
election of 1936 ratified a sharp turn in public policy and successive Democratic victories
clinched the reforms of the New Deal. The terms of the electoral decision of 1952 brought
Republican acquiescence in the new order. A series of elections may fix.the contours that
ide the broad flow of public policy. Specific elections may give an unmistakable mandate
: irecti ly instituted order of affairs. Still oth-
for a change of direction. Others may approve a newly ins : i
ers may record a majority support for the status quo but the rumblings of the minority may
be a portent of a growth of discontent. i Lk '
Ilzetrospective judgments by the electorate seem far more exphan ‘than do its 1fns§tixocn
i fu tion. An approval of the continuation of the ptevaﬂmg course of a
tions for future actio . v R 1 i e most
be cl ough. Or a rejection of past performance may _ ey
may be clear enoug : 1 seiise onily the vaguest guidance for inno
acute ear attuned to the voice of the people can el e vers.
vation to cope with the questions that must be met day by "yovemmental it ik
The efficacy of self-government thus depends ontr;;lxrewp?l{)lgic problems that develop and
initiati d imagination necessary to mee of the voice of the
th.e s : e the political risks involved. The vocabulary M
with the courage to assum: i mo; and at times one cannot be }
people consists mainly of the words yes ane B iduous but myopic dedication to the doc-
word is being uttered. On occasion it seems thaf o paralysis as timorous politicians listen
trine of self-rule brings goven:unem:atlh ﬁﬂﬁ::‘;‘ge il Popular government demands
vainly for positive instructions from the voice

of the duty of initiative.
that politicians be accountable buc it i mn::nﬂ:;ﬂnl: limits and nature of the role

These explorations provide a general Cmﬁ enalwgp elections in their place in the govoe;:ux‘\,g’

of the electorate. As one attempts to see P in their bearing on the @mﬁomme.?;n‘

process—in their relation to th? %‘}m o thc Mmdkm the cﬁm e
itions that AE SR il s %
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294 Part Three / Chapter Thirteen

For a political order to withstand periodic elec.toral clashes, the e!ectorate itself
sess appropriate expectations and inner restraints. Party leaderships in thejr iR
to the electorate and to each other must keep party warfare within tolerable limg
erning officials must be bound by an intricate set of norms “fhich, if they do nog -
limit governmental action, fix procedures and forms of action that maximize 4.
of authority and thereby make contemplation of the consequences of elections be.
not invariably comforting. o il

Toward Critical Thinking |
1. What kinds of elections can be taken as mandates for change? =~
2. V. O. Key Jr. posits that the “electorate itself must possess appropriate ext
inner constraints.” What does he mean by this statement?
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THE POLITICS OF
CONGRESSIONAL ELEC

The Framers originally envisioned a Cony

a body representative of the common man.
to the citizenry that elected them, and th
home. Later, members came to see a.
often back home. By the 1960s, I owey
their election to the House as the (ins
seniority system would reward them
to describe the riches thaﬂaﬁm
form of public works p ograms
elsewhere and candidate-centered
bents. In this reading, Gary C, Ja



