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STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT: The Executive Branch

Presidential Removal and Resignation

The House of Representatives has the power of impeachment, that is, bringing charges
against officials, and the Senate has the power to try and convict following House
impeachment charges. 

Impeachment Procedure
A president may face impeachment if he is charged with “treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.”

House

YES

Introduce Impeachment Articles
Any member of the House may introduce an 
article or articles of impeachment.

House Judiciary Committee Action
Impeachment charges are referred to the House Judiciary 
Committee, which then makes a recommendation to the 
full House as to whether impeachment is called for.

House Votes Yes
ORThe House votes for impeachment.

 

A simple majority vote is required.

NO
House Votes No
Impeachment charges 
are dismissed.

Senate

Senate Impeachment Trial
The president faces a Senate  
impeachment trial with the chief justice 
of the Supreme Court presiding.

Removal from Office
If found guilty, the president can be 
removed from office and/or prevented 
from serving in other public offices.
 

He may then face charges in the public 
court system. 
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President Andrew Johnson’s Impeachment Trial

Background

Impeachment charges against President Johnson were based on the questionable Tenure
of Office Act of 1867. This Act denied the president the right to remove civil officials who
were approved by Congress, including members of his own Cabinet, without the Senate’s
consent.

1868  –  February 21 Johnson believes the Tenured Office Act to be unconstitutional.
He orders the resignation of his Secretary
of War, Edwin M. Stanton, who supports
Radical Republican plans for
Reconstruction program—plans that
Johnson disagrees with.

He appoints Lorenzo Thomas as
Stanton’s successor. Stanton refuses to
leave and barricades himself in his office.

1868  –  February 28 The House votes to impeach Johnson
for “high crimes and misdemeanors”
based upon the Tenure of Office Act
and Stanton’s removal.

1868  –  March-May The Senate conducts Johnson’s
impeachment trial. He is narrowly
acquitted—by one vote. 

1869 Johnson’s term as president ends. 
The Tenure of Office Act is amended.

1875 Johnson successfully runs for a U.S.
Senate seat from Tennessee.

1887 The Tenure of Office Act is repealed.

1926 The Act is finally declared unconstitutional.

Three Facts about Johnson’s Impeachment:

1. The legal counsel of the president had only
ten days to prepare its defense.

2. One presiding senator and the Supreme
Court chief justice coveted the job of the
president.

3. Each day 1,000 tickets for the audience in
the impeachment trial were issued.

?!
 Did 
You 
Know

?
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President Richard Nixon’s Resignation

1972 June  A break-in takes place at the Democratic National Committee headquarters
at the Watergate office building.

September  The Watergate burglars and accomplices are convicted. Judge John J. Sirica
sentences them lightly in exchange for further information on the Watergate
affair.

November  President Nixon wins an overwhelming victory in his re-election race against
George McGovern (D).

1973 February  The Senate sets up a special committee to investigate the Watergate affair.
By now, a connection between the break-in and the Committee to Reelect
the President (CRP) is evident.

May  Archibald Cox is appointed special prosecutor for the Watergate affair. 

June  Former White House counsel John Dean informs the Senate committee that
Nixon knew about the cover-up of the Watergate break-in.

July Former White House staff member reveals that Nixon secretly tape recorded
meetings with close advisors. The special prosecutor and Senate committee
demand the tapes as evidence.

October  Nixon orders Cox fired. The attorney general and his deputy refuse to fire
Cox. Next in line, Solicitor General Robert Bork fires him. This is known as
the “Saturday Night Massacre.”

November New Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski continues to demand the tapes.

1974 March The Supreme Court indicts several close advisors to the president on
charges of obstruction of justice.

July 24 In Nixon v. United States, the
Supreme Court orders Nixon to
turn over the tapes to Special
Prosecutor Jaworski.

July 30 The House of Representatives
Judiciary Committee votes to
recommend to the full House
three articles of impeachment
against Nixon.

August Before a full House vote
can be taken, Nixon
resigns. He is succeeded
by Vice President Gerald
Ford.

September Ford pardons Nixon for
any crimes he might
have committed as
president.

Washington Chronicle
Nixon Is First President to Resign in Nation’s History

A u g u s t  9 ,  1 9 7 4
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President Bill Clinton’s Impeachment Trial

1995 July  Monica Lewinsky joins White House staff as an unpaid intern.

November  Lewinsky and President Clinton begin an intimate relationship.

1997 May  Paula Jones files a civil
case against President
Clinton for sexual
harassment.

September  Linda Tripp begins taping
phone conversations
between herself and
Monica Lewinsky, who
reveals information
regarding her relationship
with the president.

December  Monica Lewinsky is
subpoenaed by Paula
Jones’ lawyers as a
witness.

1998 January  Attorney General Janet
Reno approves
independent counsel
Kenneth Starr’s request to
pursue an investigation
into the Clinton-Lewinsky
affair; Clinton denies ever
having had an adulterous
relationship with her.

April  A judge dismisses Paula Jones’ sexual harassment case before it goes to trial.

September  President Clinton testifies before a grand jury that he did indeed have
“inappropriate intimate contact” with Lewinsky, but he continues to deny
sexually harrassing Paula Jones.

October  The House Judiciary Committee begins a congressional impeachment inquiry
into President Clinton’s actions, focusing on two separate articles–lying
under oath and obstructing justice. 

December  The House of Representatives broadens the impeachment inquiry to include
an investigation into Clinton’s campaign fund-raising. This last investigation is
later dropped. 

On December 19, President Clinton is impeached, yet vows he will not resign
from office. Polls show that 68 percent of American voters believe the Senate
should not convict Clinton.

1999 January  The impeachment trial formally begins.

February  The Senate decides that Monica Lewinsky should not be called to testify at
the trial. A videotape of her deposition is played instead.

President Clinton is acquitted of the two impeachment charges, the second
of which, obstruction of justice, receives a 50–50 split vote from the Senate.
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