APW: Unit VII: CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL
REALIGNMENTS Chapter 38: A WORLD WITHOUT

BORDERS
DUE: 5/4
(Don’t forget NTYV)

Globalization is the unifying concept of this last chapter. The image of a world without borders suggests a world in which economies,
technologies, ideas, and cultures are all interconnected. Through mass media, mass production, and mass transportation, the world has become
smaller and more integrated. For many societies this process has significantly improved standards of living. In other societies the results have
been more mixed. Aspects of the process of globalization include:

•
•

•
•
•
•

Global institutions. The world is increasingly shaped by multinational agencies and organizations. Global corporations operate apart
from the restrictions imposed by any one government or legal system. Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) try to address
international problems without binding themselves to the policies of any single country.
Global economy. Since World War II, the industrial nations have tried to eliminate barriers to free trade, such as protective tariffs and
import duties. Many nations have formed trade associations, such as the EU, NAFTA, and ASEAN, which grant special trading
privileges to member states. Free trade favors those states with the cheapest manufactured goods and often undermines indigenous
handicrafts.
Global culture. The products of the global economy have come to dominate consumer tastes all over the world. Consumers
increasingly define themselves with reference to brand names and current fashions. The global culture is enhanced through the instant
access of telecommunications and the Internet.
Global migrations. The global economy seeks out the cheapest labor and resources, and as a result, millions of workers have
relocated to new industrial centers seeking opportunities. Problems of rapid urbanization and environmental degradation often result.
Some migrants have been the unwilling victims of trafficking and even slavery.
Global inequities. The global economy favors nations with capital and highly developed economies. Those nations that are
economically dependent find it difficult to break out of that role, although the Little Tigers of Asia demonstrate that this is possible.
New technologies create a "computer divide" between the wealthy and the poorer nations.
Resistance to globalization. Such dramatic changes have met with resistance from many quarters. Many cultures perceive a threat to
their traditions and values. Islamic countries in particular have resisted the sexualized images of western pop culture.

Historical Terms and Concepts to know - Who, What, Where, When, Why, and So What?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Globalization
GATT
WTO
IMF
“Little Tigers”

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

European Union
OPEC
ASEAN
NAFTA
NGO’s

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

WHO (not the band)
Greenpeace
UDHR
Amnesty International
Human Rights Watch

Study Guide Questions:
1.

What are some of the characteristics of global corporations? What are the advantages and disadvantages of corporations
that can operate without any national regulation?
2. What factors account for the postwar Japanese "economic miracle"? What factors led to a recession in Japan in the
1990s?
3. The Little Tigers of Asia have been able to escape the cycle of economic colonialism that has haunted so many former
colonies. What factors account for this reversal?
4. What factors led to the oil embargo of 1973–1975? What were the results?
5. Discuss the concept of consumption as a form of self-expression. Give some specific examples from your own
experience.
6. Summarize the critique of global consumerism using Barbie, Sara, and Licca to illustrate your answer.
7. What are the challenges of combating HIV/AIDS in Africa? What has been the impact on African societies?
8. What events led to the invasion of Afghanistan by the United States and the Northern Alliance in 2001?
9. What are some of the significant nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) operating in the world since WWII? What
causes do these groups address?
10. What have been the principal causes of mass migration since World War II? What are some of the challenges presented
by these migrations to host countries?

