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There are slopes on Hill 304 where the level of the ground is raised several meters by
mounds of German corpses. Sometimes it happens that the third German wave uses the
dead of the second wave as ramparts and shelters. It was behind ramparts of the dead left
by the first five attacks, on May 24th, that we saw the Boches take shelter while they or-
ganized their next rush.

We make prisoners among these dead during our counterattacks. They are men who
have received no hurt, but have been knocked down by the falling of the human wall of
their killed and wounded neighbors. They say very little. They are for the most part
dazed with fear and alcohol, and it is several days before they recover.

The Fourteen Points

Woodrow Wilson

Each nation entered World War I for its own mixture of pragmatic and idealistic reasons. In
considering their war aims and a possible peace settlement, governments did not anticipate
the changes that would eccur in this unexpectedly long and costly war. By 1918 various
governments had fallen and the United States had entered the conflict. On January 8, 1918, in
an addvess to a joint session of the U.S. Congress, President Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)
presented his Fourteen Points, a delineation of American war alms and proposals for a peace
settlement. The Fourteen Points served as a basis for debate at the Paris Peace Conference in
1919 and represented the most idealistic statement of what might be gained in a final peace

settlement.

Counsider: The ideals that hold these points together; the grievances recognized and
unrecognized in these points; the assumptions about what measures would preserve peace

in the postwar world.

We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the

wick and made the life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the
world secured once for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, there-
fore, is nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in;
and particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving nation which, like our own,
wishes o live its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured of justice and fair
dealing by the other peoples of the world as against force and selfish aggression. All the
peoples of the world are in effect partners in this interest, and for our own part we see
very clearly that unless justice be done to others it will not be done to us. The program
of the world’s peace, therefore, is our program; and that program, the only possible pro-

gram, as we see it, is this:

SouRce: Woodrow Wilson, “Fourteen Points,” Congressional Recard, vol. LVI, part I {1918), {Washington,
DC: U.S. Government Printing Office}, pp. 680-81.
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I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private
international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and
in the public view.

1I. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in
peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international
action. . ..

IT1. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of
an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associ-
ating themselves for its maintenance.

1V. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to
the lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims,
based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of
sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the
equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined.

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions
affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of
the world in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the
independent determination of her own political development and national policy and as-
sure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her
own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need
and may herself desire.

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without
any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free
natons. . . .

VIIL. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the
wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matier of Alsace-Lorraine, which has un-
settled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace
may once more be made secure in the interest of all.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recogniz-
able lines of nationality.

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see
safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity of autonomous
development. . . .

XIL The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure
sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be
assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of
autonomous development, . . .

XIH. Anindependent Polish state should be erected which should include the terri-
tories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations. . ..

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for
the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial
integrity to great and small states alike.

In regard to these essential rectifications of wrong and assertions of right we feel our-
selves to be intimate partners of all the governments and peoples associated together
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against the Imperialists. We cannot be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We
stand together until the end.

.. . We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is nothing in this program
that impairs it. We grudge her no achievement or distinction of learning or of pacific en-
terprise such as have made her record very bright and very enviable. We do not wish to
injure her or to block in any way her legitimate influence or power. . ..

Neither do we presume to suggest to her any alteration or modification of her institu-
tions. But it is necessary . . . that we should know whom her spokesmen speak for when
they speak to us, whether for the Reichstag majority or for the military party and the men
whose creed is imperial domination.

.. . An evident principle runs through the whole program I have outlined. It is the
principle of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and their right to live on equal terms
of liberty and safety with one another, whether they be strong or weak. .. . The people of
the United States could act upon no other principle; and to the vindication of this prin-
ciple they are ready to devote their lives, their honor, and everything that they possess.
The moral climax of this the culminating and final war for human liberty has come and
they are ready to put their own strength, their own highest purpose, their own integrity
and devotion to the test.

April Theses:
The Bolshevik Strategy

V. I. Lenin

In the spring of 1917 a revolution finally toppled the disintegrating tsarist government in
Russia. A relatively moderate, liberal Provisional Government was formed under the leadership
of men such as Prince Luov and Paul Miliukov. While the Provisional Government had to share
and even compete for power with the more radical workers” political organizations—the
soviets—it initially acted with speed to make important changes. However, faced with a
continuing war and deep disconient, the Provisional Government soon came under attack by
those such as Viadimir Ilyich Lenin (1870-1924), who called for more radical changes. Lenin,
who spent much of his life as a revolutionary—often in exile—had risen to the leadership of
the Bolshevik faction of the Russian Marxists. He combined the skills of a superb Marxist
theoreticlan and a revolutionary organizer. In April 1917 the Germans aided his return to
Russia in an effort to weaken the new government there. On his arrival, Lenin presented his
April Theses, at first eriticized by Russian Marxists but eventually accepted by the Bolshevik

Central Commitiee.

Consider: Why Lenin rejects support for the Provisional Governiment; fo whom this
program might be appealing and why; the ways in which this program is particularly
Marxist,

SoURCE: V. L, Lenin, Collected Works, vol, XX1V (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1964), pp. 21-24. Reprinted
by permission of the Copyright Agency of the U.S.S.R.




