Government Final Stud Guide Part 2: Practice Questions
PRACTICE QUESTIONS
What is the social contract?

John Locke:
● Natural Rights
● Purpose of government

Dec a a

I de e de ce

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that the are
endowed b their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Libert , and the Pursuit of Happiness That to secure these Rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed,
That whenever an Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, la ing its
Foundation on such Principles, and organi ing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall
seem most likel to effect their Safet and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient Causes; and
accordingl , all E perience hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
Evils are sufferable, than to right themselves b abolishing the Forms to which the are

How does the Declaration of Independence reflect
John Locke s ideas on the Social Contract?

Where does the government get its power from?

accustomed.
How does this chart reflect the following principles:
● Separation of powers
● Checks and balances

What is federalism?

What are some powers e ercised ONLY b the
national government?

What are some powers e ercised ONLY b the states?

What are some of the concurrent (shared) powers that
both the national government and states e ercise?
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According to the Tenth Amendment, what level of
government e ercises reserved powers?

The powers not delegated to the United States b the Constitution, nor prohibited b it to
the states, are reserved to the States respectivel , or to the people.
What principle of the Constitution is illustrated b this
Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution (1791) division/delegation of power?
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With 33,000 Americans d ing
ever ear, Democrats believe
that we must finall take
sensible action to address gun
violence.
While responsible gun
ownership is part of the fabric
of man communities, too
man families in America have
suffered from gun violence.
We can respect the rights of
responsible gun owners while
keeping our communities
safe we will e pand and
strengthen background checks
and close dangerous loopholes
in our current laws... and keep
weapons of war such as
assault weapons and large
capacit ammunition maga ines
(LCAM s) off our streets.
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We uphold the right of
individuals to keep and bear
arms, a natural inalienable right
that predates the Constitution
and is secured b the Second
Amendment.
The confirmation to the
Court of additional anti-gun
justices would eviscerate the
Second Amendment s
fundamental protections.

In terms of implementing public polic and governing,
how would ou characteri e the two major part s
stance on the following topics:
In a general sense, how do the two major political
parties view the role of government in shaping public
polic ?
● Democratic Part :
● Republican Part :
P c S a ce :
Review the polic stances in the chart to the left and
appl our understanding to the questions below.
● Which part advocates for reasonable
regulation of guns?
● Which part sees gun ownership as an
inalienable right?

How does the cartoon at left depict the influence of
outside special interests on the democratic electoral
process?

How often are presidential elections?
How often are midterm elections?
In which election is voter turnout higher? Wh ?

Interpret the chart at left b answering the following
questions:

Overall, from 2016-2018, where do most U.S. adults
get their news from?
In 2018, where did adults go the least for their news?
Which news categor grew the most between
2016-2018?
Which news categor declined the most between
2016-2018?
If ou were a campaign manager for a presidential
candidate, where would ou spend the least mone
advertising? Wh ?

● What process is depicted in the chart on the
left?
● At what point in this process is most of the
work done improving and refining bills
(proposed laws)?
● At what point in the process is the difference
between a House and Senate version of a bill
resolved?
● In order for a bill to become law, the President
must sign it. What happens if the President
vetoes the law?
● Can Congress still pass the law when the
President vetoes it? If so, how?

A

c e I, Sec

8, C a e 18

"... Congress shall have power ... to make all Laws which shall be necessar and proper
for carr ing into E ecution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested b this
Constitution in the Government of the United States... ."

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 is referred to as the
Necessar and Proper Clause. Wh is this clause
sometimes referred to as elastic ?
How is the use of this clause throughout histor tied to
the e pansion and power of the federal government?

How does each branch check the other? (Underneath
each branch below, list one wa that branch checks the
other two.)
Le a e B a c
● E ecutive
● Judicial
E ec
eB a c :
● Judicial
● Legislative
J dca B a c :
● Legislative
● E ecutive:
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What principle of the Constitution is being e ercised
in the e cerpt at left?

It is emphaticall the province and dut of the judicial department to sa what the law is.
Those who appl the rule to particular cases must, of necessit , e pound and interpret that
rule. If two laws conflict with each other, the courts must decide on the operation of
each...
Wh is Ma b
If, then, the courts are to regard the Constitution, and the Constitution is superior to an
ordinar act of the legislature, the Constitution, and not such ordinar act, must govern
the case to which the both appl ...
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free e ercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people peaceabl to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances."

. Madi n significant?

What are the two areas protecting religion?
Give an e ample of pure speech:
Give an e ample of s mbolic speech:

- First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 1791
Give an e ample of a peaceful assembl ?
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The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and sei ures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported b oath or affirmation, and particularl describing the
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be sei ed.
Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution (1791)

According to the Fourth Amendment, a person is
protected against what?
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No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a grand jur , e cept in cases arising in the land or naval
forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall
an person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopard of life or limb; nor
shall be compelled in an criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived
of life, libert , or propert , without due process of law; nor shall private propert be taken
for public use, without just compensation.

What is double jeopard ?
Quote the part of the Fifth Amendment that protects an
individual from self incrimination?
According to the Fifth Amendment, what are the two
conditions that must be met for the government to use
Imminent Domain?

Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution (1791)
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In a criminal prosecution, what conditions does the
Si th Amendment guarantee the accused?

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjo the right to a speed and public trial,
b an impartial jur of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed,
which district shall have been previousl ascertained b law, and to be informed of the
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to
have compulsor process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance
of counsel for his defense.
Si th Amendment to the United States Constitution (1791)
E
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How does the Eighth Amendment protect an accused
person s PRE trial?

E cessive bail shall not be required, nor e cessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.
How does the Eighth Amendment protect an accused
Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution (1791) person POST-trial?
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All persons born or naturali ed in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citi ens of the United States and of the State wherein the reside. No State
shall make or enforce an law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citi ens
of the United States; nor shall an State deprive an person of life, libert , or propert ,
without due process of law; nor den to an person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.
14th Amendment to the United States Constitution (1868)

What does the Fourteenth Amendment state with
regard to citi enship?
The Fourteenth Amendment was written to ensure that
an individual s right to due process and equal
protection of the law would be e tended b which
level of government? State or Federal?

